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Guzatenmal

ray will not defend "untenable
: Tae Guatemalian arny will not
created by the Communists in

position” crea:
deiend '"the unt

Cuatemala. Thi “révoried voiced p¥"Elcnurenant
Colomel Jose A, Lara, assistant G-4 on the army general stafif,
.to Francisco Aoragkn, President Arbenz' personal secr retary,
during a heated argument on 27 May. The fairly relizable source
of the report considered it "astounding" that Lara had the
temerity to speak in such sirong terms to a close aide of

Arbenz

-

d to have added that the army kad no

e
intention of permitiing arms from the recant Crbit shipment
to get into Co*a*alst hands, SiL“ his would '"jeopardiza the

ray's political siond." He said- tie orms were of Gernman
nxnuwaLU*", dz,lng froa 1942-1944, I "antiquated.”
ta

(S CIA BD 182, Gua

einforces previous irdications that

211zht not be able to secure the united
backing of the = s in which the issue of Communisn
was clearly drawn.. At least tve ot ther Guatemalan OAA’C“YD moxre
infiuvential than Lara have indicat=ad ove* tne pos yea“ thair
alarn at the arning of Izbor and other grouns u“dor Communist
control. -

Comment: Tni
the Arbenz agninis
)
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This is the first T‘et:o:c'ted description from a Guatemalan
army oiiicer of tha arnms cargo which arrived in Guatemala fron
the Oxrbit on 15 oy,

2" arms to "uprova" American

GLQte?al?ﬁS reuoried "pl- 24
: is "planting' American arms

Oon Or nszar UnlLed Fruit Company properties on the Caribbean
¢oast and plans to "discover" the caches within 30 days,
according to a uéually reliable source who received his infornm-—
ation from 2np vatested contact. The arms and acconsaaytayg
false documentation will reportedly be used to "prove'™Tnited
Fruit Conpany comslicity in 2 plot against the Arpenz regine.
Subsequantly, the covernment plans to attack the United States
violentiv ang 2y cuproprinte the company. (3 CIA PD 095,
Cuatemalz ity 3/7-9 )2 3in e , .

G JRIa Civty B/F-2, 22 jiay 54) . , [iﬁﬁm?f?}l
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ad "untenable

Guatemalan ficer warns arny will not defe
position' creaied by (Communisia: Tae Guatemalan army will not
defend ''the untienabie position” created by the Comnmunists in
CGuatemala, This VAT s roD0r ted voicad O suienant
Colonel Jose A. Lara assistant G-4 on the army general staff,
_.to Francisco Jora“hA, Lresident Arbenz' ersonal sscretary,
during a heated argument on 27 Hay. The fairly relizble source

of the report conside red it "asioundi ng'" that Lara had the
tenerity to speak in such strong terms to a close aida of
Arbenz,

intention of permitting arms from the recent Crpit shipment

to get into Communist hards, siice this would "jeozardiza the
army's politica) stzpnd.Y  He sz2id thz orms were of Georman
manufacture, datinz fron 1642-1944 and were thus "ontiquated."®
(S CciaA D 182, Guatemala Citw C-2, 27 ay 54¢) .

Cowmoﬂt: This report reinforces previous icdications that
the Arvernz adninistration nizgat not be able to sscure the united
backlﬂg Of the army in 2 crisis in which the issue of Communisn
was clearly drawn.. At least twe other Guatemalan officers more
infiuvential than Lara have indicatzd over tne past year thair
alarm at the arning of Izbor and other grouns uander Commy ist
control

This is the first vecorted description from a Guatemalan
2Trmy oificer of tha arns cargo which arrived in Cuatemala fronm
the Orhit on 15 Moy,

Guatemalans resoried "planting" arms to "wvrova" American
blot: The Guatemaian go9vernment is “ploaniing” American orms
O Or nzar United Fruit Company vroperties on the Caribbean
Coast and plans to “"discover" the caches within 30 days,
according to a usually reliable source who received nhis inform-
ation from on vntestod Contact. Thz arms aund acconsanyERT
false documsntation will reportedly be used to "prove'"Sgaited
rult Conpany comzlicity in a2 plot 2z2inst the Arbenz rezine.
Subsequantly, the government plans to atiack the United States
violentiy ang 2y cxiproprinte the company. (S CIA PD 095,
Guatenals City B/F=2, 22 54)




